
The Qualities of a Successful Online ESL Teacher 

The qualities of a successful online ESL teacher with Nevy's Language are laid out below and are a result 
of our experience and research. If you embody them, we guarantee you that your student will only want 
to work with you and no one else! 

 

Technical knowledge  

 Best practices in teaching and teaching methods  

 Strong technical knowledge of the English language and its rules 

 

Persona 

 Friendliness: students like to develop a bond with their teacher and first impressions matter. Be 
as friendly as you can be, especially in the first session. 

 Warmth: a student likes to take comfort in the fact that they can confide in their teacher. When 
you're seeking knowledge from someone with expertise on a subject (in this case the English 
language) there is a vulnerability that you experience. Being warm to your students help them 
know that they are in a safe and learning-conducive environment.   

 Charisma and enthusiasm: no one likes a boring teacher. Monotone individuals that are shy do 
not do well in the field of ESL teaching. Bring your most extroverted side to this role.  

 Patience: you will be working with the lowest of English levels, don't take your expertise of 
English for granted and put yourself in their shoes. Move at their pace, not yours.   

 Care: a teacher that cares about their student's progress will do everything they can to help 
them learn.   

 Culturally sensitive: you will be working with students of different backgrounds, don't assume 
everyone drinks alcohol, dates and is comfortable with what are typically R-rated topics.  

 

Technology 

 Comfort with technology: no one likes to be taught by a teacher that can't navigate their 
computer. Make sure you know your way around your device, Zoom and the content on our 
website. 

 

Work ethic 

 Organization: a sloppy, disorganized teacher loses their credibility in front of a student. Stay on 
top of things. 



 Detail-oriented: our students love it when teachers dive into the details of things and are 
meticulous in their approach. They find you very credible when no detail escapes you. 

 Preparedness: a teacher that hasn't prepared the lesson well and doesn't look like they know 
what they're doing is the worst kind of teacher. Don't waste your student's time or yours and be 
prepared.  

 

 


